South Africa (Mulero-Pázmány et al. 2014). In this sense, the Australian Rhino Project is directly 73 comparable to the ex situ (i.e. foreign zoos) captive breeding initiative for the Sumatran rhino 74
Dicerorhinus sumatrensis in the 1980s. As Caughley (1994) pointed out, this removal of a large 75 number of Sumatran rhino from the wild failed to boost the population, and carried the missed 76 opportunity costs of failing to conserve rhino habitat with its myriad of other biodiversity benefits. 77
Alternatively, these funds could go towards reinforcing education programs in Asia to reduce the 78 demand for rhino horn (Challender and MacMillan 2014; Challender et al. 2014). However, if this 79 largely Australian-sourced money were to be dedicated to conservation actions within Australia, the 80 money would be better served targeting Australia's 108 threatened mammal species, given 81 Australia's appalling record in mammal extinctions (Woinarski et al. 2014) , including two in the past 82 five years (Woinarski et al. 2016) . 83
Secondly, there are two species of rhinos in Africa -Ceratotherium simum and Diceros 84 bicornis (white and black respectively) -but no mention is made by the Australian Rhino Project as 85 to which is being targeted or whether both are. The availability of white rhinos in private hands in 86 South Africa suggests these will be the focus of the Australian Rhino Project. Notwithstanding the 87 various subspecies that are currently managed as evolutionarily significant units (Amin et al. 2006), a 88 breeding population of 40 or even 80 individuals is likely to be below the effective population size 89 necessary to conserve genetic diversity (Frankham 1995 2008a, b). Given that these last three species combined are less common than Africa's rarest rhino, 110 they must be seen as a higher conservation priority for ex situ conservation (Isaac et al. 2007 ). The RWB provides an holistic model to establish extralimital populations in 'safer' countries, such as 220
Botswana, but even this is a very low priority for rhino management in South Africa (Magome et al. 221 2014). For rhinos generally a more appropriate focus for establishing extralimital populations would 222 be the more highly threatened Asian rhinos -but there are few suitably forested, free range 223 enclosures of sufficient size to enable captive breeding in semi-wild conditions of these species in 224
Australia. Those donating money to this project would be better off investing in strengthening 225 education policies in Asia to reduce consumer demand for rhino horn (Johnson 2015) 
